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BEER MATTERS

Cask sale is a growth industry — official. 100,000
members was the triumphant if not entirely
surprising headline on a recent “What’s Brewing”,
and as | complete this nonsense ‘tis indeed the
season to be jolly trala la la la la la. Much as |
hate to be the bearer of bad news (actually | love
it) just below the headline was an article with the
latest pub closure figures and it is hard to rejoice
when, to quote the queen, (every day) another pub
bites the dust. Maybe Darwin had it right and it is
all about the survival of the fittest, and no one
remembers who came second but although | have
some small experience the wrong side of the bar
including a partnership in a mobile bar
(www.inandoutinns.co.uk - thanks Ali!) | have not
trouble at all in resisting the occasion opportunity
to try my hand at running a pub. | can only stand
back and admire the heroic few upon which all
seasoned beer drinkers hang so much hope (cue:
two fingered salutes, land of hope and glory, we
are not worthy etc)

Happy New Year guys
MISSING YOU ALREADY

One door closes and another one opens (unless
you live in a tepee) and, while lan and Tracey
have hit the ground running, after much
speculation, and with much sadness on all sides,
Mike and Ann of the Prince Albert have now called
Last Orders for the final time. Habitual winners of
the Pub of the Year award and regularly featured
in the Good Beer Guide they have steered the pub
unerringly for over 17 years and since long before
| came to Ely myself nearly 13 years ago the
“‘Albert” has been a rare haven with its habit of
eschewing juke boxes, gaming machines and
other distractions while pursuing a policy of beer in
a welcoming environment.
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